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Parents have enough on their plate without having to worry about whether they are 
exposing their children to dangerous chemicals in everyday items that are supposed 
to be safe. 

Yet bisphenol A (BPA), a man-made chemical used in thousands of consumer 
products to harden plastic, line tin cans, make CDs, and coat receipts, is a known 
endocrine disruptor, which means it interferes with how hormones work in the body.  

BPA has been linked to a range of adverse health effects including cancer, diabetes, 
heart disease, early puberty, obesity, and behavioral problems.  

Because of their smaller size and stage of development, babies and children are 
particularly at risk from the harmful health effects of BPA.  This is why I have 
introduced legislation that would ban BPA from the products we use to feed babies 
and children.

Right now, we do not know our daily exposure to BPA, or which products to avoid, 
since BPA is not listed on food or drink labels. But we do know that this chemical is 
so widespread that it has been detected in the bodies of 93 percent of Americans.  

Some organizations claim that BPA has not been proven harmful, so they continue to 
use it in the products we use every day.  They’ll tell you not to worry, plastic bottles 
couldn’t possibly hurt you.  Moms and grandmothers like me know better.  They 
once told us it was OK to smoke cigarettes while you’re pregnant, too.

This bill is a simple step to begin combating this problem.  Eight states have 
already enacted laws banning BPA from children’s products, and many more are 
on their way.  

We should not use our kids as guinea pigs with a chemical that can seriously harm 
their immediate and long-term health.  No chemical should be used in food products 
until it is proven to be safe.  

I will continue to fight to ban BPA from the products we use every day.

   Sincerely yours,

   Dianne Feinstein
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RESEARCH SHOWS….
An overwhelming body of scientific evidence links BPA to very serious 
health problems.  More than 200 scientific studies link BPA exposure 
to breast and prostate cancer, cardiac disease, diabetes, lowered sperm 
counts and early puberty.

Early Puberty Journal of Periatrics Study – 2010 
•	 Found	that	puberty	in	girls	is	occurring	even	earlier	–	by	age	7	 

or 8.

•	 Researchers	suspected	that	environmental	chemicals,	like	BPA	
could influence the onset of puberty. 

•	 Found	that	early	puberty	can	cause	a	host	of	problems	later	in	
life, such as increased rates of breast cancer, lower self-esteem, 
eating disorders and depression. 

The Endocrine Society Study – 2009 
•	 Expressed	concern	for	adverse	health	impacts	of	endocrine	dis-

rupting chemicals like BPA.

•	 Adverse	health	impacts	include	infertility,	thyroid	problems,	
obesity and cancer. 

Environmental Health Perspectives – 2010
•	 Found	that	men	who	had	high	levels	of	BPA	in	their	bodies	also	

had higher levels of testosterone.

•	 This	study	demonstrated	that	higher	BPA	levels	in	the	body	are	
associated with altered hormone levels.
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Well-known and respected organizations and federal 
agencies have also expressed concern about BPA:

The President’s Cancer Panel Annual Report released in April 
2010 concluded that there is growing evidence of a link between BPA 
and several diseases, such as cancer.   The Panel recommended using 
BPA-free containers to limit chemical exposure.

A 2008 study by the American Medical Association suggested links 
between exposure to BPA and diabetes, heart disease and liver problems.

The National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(NHANES) linked BPA in high concentrations to cardiovascular dis-
ease and Type II diabetes. 
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What is BPA?
•	 Bisphenol	A	is	a	synthetic	chemical	used	to	harden	polycarbonate	

plastics, line tin cans and coat receipt paper.

•	 BPA	is	an	endocrine	disruptor,	which	means	it	interferes	with	
how hormones work in the body.

•	 This	chemical	is	used	in	some	plastic	baby	bottles,	sippy	cups,	
food and infant formula containers.

Why is there cause for concern?
•	 BPA	is	so	widespread	that	the	chemical	has	been	detected	in	the	

bodies of 93 percent of Americans.

•	 Linked to breast and prostate cancer, brain and behavioral 
disorders, early puberty, diabetes, heart disease and obesity.

•	 Babies	and	children	are	particularly	at	risk	because	of	their	stage	
of development.

What can I do?
•	 Buy	products	that	are	labeled	“BPA-free.”		

•	 When	possible,	buy	glass.	

•	 Use	powdered	formula.

•	 Don’t	microwave	polycarbonate	plastic	food	containers.

•	 Support	retailers	that	refuse	to	sell	products	containing	BPA.

•	 Urge	your	state	and	federal	legislators	to	pass	legislation	banning	
BPA.

Look for the Code
•	 Recycling	codes	stamped	on	some	plastics	can	help	

identify problematic chemicals.

•	 Avoid	clear,	hard	plastic	bottles	marked	with	a	7.		

•	 The	number	7	can	indicate	the	presence	of	BPA	in	polycarbonate	
plastic food containers.

•	 Not	all	containers	marked	with	the	number	7	are	polycarbonate	
plastics.
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BANNING BPA
We may not know everything yet.  
But what we do know should spur 
us to urgent action.  Early develop-
ment appears to be the period of 
greatest sensitivity to the harmful 
effects of BPA, so why not ban this 
potentially toxic chemical from 
children’s products?

This is why I have introduced legislation that would ban BPA from the 
products we use to feed our babies and children.

The Ban Poisonous Additives Act: 
•	 Bans	the	use	of	BPA	in	baby	bottles,	sippy	cups,	baby	food	and	

infant formula (largely because infants and children are the most 
vulnerable to the harmful effects of BPA);

•	 Requires	the	FDA	to	issue	a	revised	safety	assessment	on	BPA;	

•	 Includes	a	savings	clause	to	allow	states	to	enact	stronger	
legislation. 

Until	BPA	is	proven	to	be	absolutely	harm-free	to	our	kids,	BPA	needs	to	
be banned from plastic containers used for children.  

Canada labeled BPA a toxic substance and banned it from baby bottles 
and sippy cups.   Denmark and France have national bans on BPA in 
certain	children’s	products	and	the	European	Union	has	a	ban	on	BPA	in	
baby bottles.  The Chinese Ministry of Health has begun to take steps to 
issue a ban.

In the United States, the following states have  
passed laws banning BPA:

Connecticut
Maryland
Massachusetts

Minnesota 
New York
Vermont 

Washington
Wisconsin
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GO BPA-FREE
Why needlessly expose our babies 
and children to this potentially 
toxic chemical when there are safe, 
BPA-free alternatives available for 
baby bottles, sippy cups, baby food 
and infant formula packaging? 

Recognizing the potential 
harm, some manufacturers of 
children’s feeding products have 
already started to offer BPA-free 
alternatives, and numerous retailers 
either offer BPA-free alternatives or have completely banned its use.  

I’m	not	going	to	give	up,	and	neither	should	consumers.		Until	Congress	
takes action, parents should vote with their pocketbooks by refusing to 
buy	any	baby	bottle	or	sippy	cup	that	is	not	labeled	“BPA-free.”		

The chemical industry doesn’t want you to know about companies that 
are already phasing out BPA or are searching for alternatives.  But those 
companies are out there and deserve our support.

At least 14 U.S. manufacturers of children’s products 
are phasing out BPA in baby bottles:

Avent
Klean Kanteen
Born Free
Medala 
Disney First Years

Nuby Sippy Cups
Evenflo
Munchkin 
Gerber
Playtex 

Dr. Brown’s
Think Baby
Green to Grow
Weil Baby

Sunoco, a company that makes BPA, has said it would refuse to sell 
the chemical without a guarantee that it would not be used in children’s 
products.  Eden Valley Organics now sells beans in BPA-free cans, and 
Wal-Mart	and	Toys	“R”	Us	no	longer	sell	baby	bottles	containing	the	
compound.  
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U.S. Retailers that sell BPA-free baby bottles and cups:

•	 CVS

•	 Kmart

•	 Kroger

•	 Rite	Aid

•	 Safeway

•	 Sears

•	 Toys	“R”	Us	and	Babies	“R”	Us

•	 Wal-Mart

•	 Wegmans	Foods

•	 Whole	Foods

Major baby food and formula manufacturers offer BPA-
free alternatives:

•	 Nestle’s	GOOD	START	and	liquid	formula

•	 Similac	powdered	and	liquid	infant	formula

•	 Enfamil	powdered	infant	formula
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you would like more information on this important issue, please visit 
Senator Feinstein’s website at www.feinstein.senate.gov or contact these 
organizations:

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
www.hhs.gov/safety/bpa/

Environmental Working Group
(202)	667-6982
www.ewg.org/bisphenol-a-info

Breast Cancer Fund
(866)	760-8223
www.breastcancerfund.org

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)
www.niehs.nih.gov
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